
Country Walks 
Around Halesowen’s Green 

Borderland

Circular Walk No. 5 
Waseley Hills to Frankley Beeches 

& Illey
A self-guided circular walk from Waseley Hills Visitors 
Centre to Frankley Beeches, returning via Illey village 

& the site of Dowry Dell Railway Viaduct

http://halesowenwalks.wix.com/halesowenwalks

“Distant hills - in a sea of change”

Waseley Hills Country Park & Nature 
Reserve
The information Centre and Café are all 
housed inside a renovated timber framed 
threshing barn.  Within the park of some 
150 acres there is a children’s play area. 

The scenic views from the summit of 
Windmill Hill at 938ft (286m) above sea 
level are well worth a visit.

Some sites of interest A-J, as indicated on map overleaf

Introduction
 
This walk takes a route through a very historical 
and ancient landscape, where the pattern of 
farmland and woodland has remained virtually 
unchanged for many centuries.  Views from 
Waseley Hill over the Worcestershire Countryside 
and from Frankley Beeches towards Birmingham 
are quite breathtaking.

The first part of the walk, from Waseley to the Beeches, borders on a 20th 
century housing estate but remarkably follows very closely the line of a long lost 
prehistoric ridgeway. The second section descends to a broad and marshy valley 
where woodlands and pastures are all interlocked with numerous and emerging 
tributaries of the River Stour.

Once past the site of the demolished “Dowry Dell” railway viaduct, the third part 
of the walk ascends back to Waseley.

Bridge over the Dismantled Railway
Today there are still remnants of a double 
hedged green lane that at one time would 
have connected the Windmill and Farm at 
Gannow Green to the farms at Frankley and 
beyond.  As this lane was evidently in use 
during the 19th Century, a substantial blue 
brick bridge was built to take foot and farm 
traffic over the Halesowen to Northfield 

Railway which opened in 1883.

When the railway finally closed in 1964 the track was lifted but the cutting here 
was not filled in and the old bridge left standing to accommodate the public 
right of way.

Some 2 miles South East from the bridge, the railway originally joined the 
Gloucester to Birmingham main line at Longbridge and also served the giant 
Austin (Rover) car plant from 1915.  When the plant was closed around 2005, 
there were proposals to reinstate the railway to serve the ‘new’ Frankley Housing 
Estate.  Sadly with the re-development of the Longbridge Site the track bed was 
lifted and built over, leaving very little hope of the railway ever to be opened 
again.
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Disclaimer
• The majority of the land indicated is in private ownership and the 

representation on this leaflet of any road, track or path is no evidence of 
the existence of a right of way.

• This leaflet is only a guide and is in no way intended for use with concern 
to boundaries and ownerships whatsoever.

• “Walk at your own risk”. The authors and their agents will not be 
responsible for any claims for any damage or injury to persons or property 
however sustained - i.e. “Enter and walk at your own risk”

Walk Information

Start & Finish: Waseley Hills Country Park Visitors Centre 
  Gannow Green Lane, Rubery 
  Worcestershire B45 9AT 
  Note: Pay & Display car park

Distance:  Approximately 5½ miles (8.8km) 
  With Illey detour (Diversion 5A) approx. 6   
  miles (9.6km) 

Time:  Allow 4-4½ hours (approx) to take in view   
  points 
  With Illey detour 4½-5 hours (approx)

Terrain:  Moderate walk, steep in places, muddy in   
  parts 
 
Please follow the countryside code, especially: 

Dogs:  Please clean up after your dog and keep   
  under close control around grazing animals 

Litter:  Please take your litter home

This walk is part of a connecting network of seven circular walks around 
“Halesowen’s Green Borderland”, all on the western edge of the mighty West 
Midlands conurbation.

You may be surprised at the varied and diverse landscape, with its outstanding 
views, steeped in ancient history and rich in all kinds of vegetation and 
wildlife. Some parts include steep slopes and steps etc. and can be muddy 
at times.

Appropriate sensible footwear and clothing is recommended.



Ancient Woodlands
Historians suggest that during the Neolithic 
and Bronze Ages this densely forested part 
of the Heart of England was very scantily 
populated and regarded as a ‘No Man’s Land’.
Travellers through this area would keep to 
the safer and drier routes of the ridgeways 
along the summits of the Clent and Lickey 
Hills.

Harris’s, Kettles, Twiland and Ell Woods are classed as ‘Ancient Woodland’ i.e., 
remnants of woodland that covered most of Britain following the last Ice Age 
(c.8000 years ago).

The survival of these remnants is no doubt due to their location where the 
numerous tributaries of the River Stour have cut deep narrow valleys making 
clearance for agriculture difficult (before the age of the Bulldozer).

Today the woodlands are extremely important for the survival of wildlife and of 
course provide an important visual element of the landscape.

Site of Dowry Dell Railway Viaduct 
(Also known as Hunnington or 
Frankley Viaduct)
The “prime mover” for the building of 
the Halesowen to Northfield Railway, 
was for speculative purposes, so that 
the countryside in this location could 
be developed for housing; possibly for 
Birmingham commuters, who would 

desire to live in the “pleasant green 
suburbs”. The prospect of a railway south of Halesowen also attracted the interest 
of the Black Country Coal and Iron Masters, who were looking to exploit further 
mineral resources. The line with connections via Northfield to New Street 
Station in Birmingham was opened to goods and passenger traffic on the 10th 
September 1883. A junction near Illey was planned with a second connection 
to Birmingham, by a branch line through Harborne. This was however, strongly 
opposed by local residents and subsequently the idea was withdrawn. Following 
extensive exploration, no coal of any value was found in the area and the 
countryside at that time was thankfully saved from the ravages of all that is 
associated with mining and the urban sprawl  that would have followed.

In those early days, a booklet was published by the Great Western Railway 
promoting the location for “suitable housing”. The visitor to Halesowen’s beauty 
spots was recommended to take a look at the “Dowry Dell Viaduct”. This was 
stated as the railway’s most outstanding feature where it crossed a deep wooded 
Valley.

The viaduct was 660 feet long, supported on steel trestles and at the highest point 
was 100 feet above the stream below. Owing to its light construction the viaduct 
was subjected to strict weight and speed restrictions. The railway finally closed 
in 1964, coinciding with the building of the M5 motorway, which was to cross 
the line near Waseley. The viaduct was dismantled in 1965.

Lower Illey
Originally Illey and Lower Illey villages 
were sparsely populated and made up of 
a few scattered farmsteads.  Once part of 
the parish of Halesowen, Illey was under 
the jurisdiction of the nearby Abbey (circa 
1215-1538).

The place name Illey is derived from the 
Anglo Saxon ‘Hilla’ - a masculine name - and ‘Leah’ - a woodland estate or 
clearing.
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Illey Pastures
These two very special pastures are 
designated as a ‘SITE OF SPECIAL 
SCIENTIFIC INTEREST’.

They are managed in a traditional 
manner and are botanically rich in a 
variety of rare flowering plants.
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The Monarch’s Way
At the crossroads of paths, our route 
now joins part of a long distance walk, 
created by Trevor Antill and closely 
follows the escape of Charles II after the 
battle of Worcester in 1651. Aptly titled 
”The Monarch’s Way”, it is published in 
three parts, with excellent directions, 
photographs and informative text.

The walk ends on the south coast at Shoreham, where Charles made his escape 
to France.
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The Illey Way
Near this point on Saturday, 14 September 1991, Sue  Beardsmore, 
presenter of BBC TV. “Midlands Today”, duly cut a ribbon and launched 

the Illey Way Footpath.

Invited to the ceremony were officials 
from Birmingham, Dudley and 
Worcester Councils, together with 
members of the public and local 
voluntary conservation groups. The 
walk is linear, approximately 4 ½ 
miles long, starts at Woodgate Valley 
in Birmingham and traverses via Illey 
Village, in Dudley, ending at Waseley 
Hills Country Park in Worcestershire.

Copies of the original (Illey Way) walk leaflets are usually kept at Woodgate 
Valley Visitors Centre.
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Waseley Hill (and beyond)
Waseley is part of the Clent/Lickey range of hills, 
which stand very prominently above the Central 
Midlands Plateau.

The name ‘Waseley’ is derived from the Anglo 
Saxon meaning of “watch place” and is thought 

to be part of a series of look out posts or watchtowers; all situated at various 
intervals along the ridgeway crests of the hills.

Legend of the Wild Hunt
Local legend associated the Devil with Halesowen where he was said to kennel 
the hounds with which he hunted the hills of Clent and the Lickeys, accompanied 
by his demon huntsman, ‘Harry-Ca Nab’.

In other localities legend has it that the hunt is accompanied by “the six whistler 
birds of fate”, searching for the seventh. It is thought that should this happen the 
world as we now know it would come to an end! 

A Landscape of Two Different Worlds
J. R.R. Tolkien, author of  “The Lord of the Rings” stayed  as a young lad with his 
family, for a short while in 1904, at Fern Cottage, situated on the nearby slopes 
of the Lickey Hills.

During their stay it is recorded that the Tolkiens enjoyed many a fine walk on the 
slopes and summits of the hills.

The inspirational and rapidly changing views at that time would have been those 
are two different worlds; the smoke and the fiery furnaces of Birmingham and the 
Black Country contrasting dramatically to the green fields of Worcestershire and 
the blue haze of the Malvern Hills on the distant horizon.

A Royal Connection
Not far from Gannow Green on the sheltered side of the Waseley Hills, there was 
at one time a Medieval Fortified and Moated Manor House, known as Gannow 
Manor. This was once part of the Estate of Thomas Boleyn, Earl of Ormond, 
whose daughter became Queen Anne Boleyn, second wife of Henry the 8th.

On the 19th May 1536, Anne Boleyn was the first Queen to be executed.
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Frankley Beeches
A prominent hill top standing at some 
840ft (256m) above sea level and part of the 
Redditch-Lickey-Sedgley ancient ridgeway.  
From a distance the hill is highly recognizable 
by the fine stand of Beech trees.  Originally a 
legacy of the Cadbury Family and dedicated 
to the National Trust in memory of Richard 
George Cadbury. 

There are fine views all round and on a clear day 
the mountains of Wales can be distinguished.  
The parish church of St Leonard in the valley 
below to the North East, and now situated by 

the huge reservoirs, is virtually all that remains 
of the old ‘village’ of Frankley. Nearby to the church was a moated manor house, 
being at one time the early chief residence of the Lyttleton Family (now of Hagley 
Hall).  During the English Civil war of 1642 the house was garrisoned by Prince 
Rupert and later burnt to the ground to prevent it falling into enemy hands.

The Frankley and Bartley Green Reservoirs were originally built by the City of 
Birmingham and are supplied with huge quantities of water which is delivered 
by underground pipelines from Mid Wales some 73 miles away.
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Ridgeway to the Lickley Hills via the North Worcestershire Path

P

B

C

D

E

F
G

H

I

J

Ridgeway

Green Lane

Start & Finish

† To St. Leonard’s Church
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PLEASE ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE!

Continuing Walk 5
After crossing over the stile at check point (6), head straight on in a westerly direction, passing through open fields (still footpath no. 3), 
keeping the hedgerows to your left (you will observe that the stream has probably been diverted at one time, also note the ridge and furrow 
of medieval farming which suggests there may have been a settlement here at one time).
At an oak tree and the field boundary, you will approach an open field.  Kettles Wood is on your left.  (D) Veer diagonally right across the 
field towards a marker post and a gate in the gap at Harris’s Wood. Go over the stile by the gate and straight along the track through Harris’s 
Wood heading towards Lower Illey (Footpath Ref. 107).
At the end of Harris’s Wood, go over a stile and turn right into the green lane.

Note:  You now cross over from Worcestershire into Dudley Borough.  At this junction you can just see straight ahead, in a westerly direction the Clent Hills.

Follow the lane and cross a over a small stream.  Go up through a gate and walk past a white cottage on your left. Open and go through the gates, then close 
them and turn left onto the track.  This is Footpath ref. 106 which is heading in a south westerly direction and signposted to Romsley (E). At this 

junction the area is known as “Lower Illey”. 

Follow the track go past a “mock” Tudor house and at the end of the green lane cross over a stile by the gate and go into a little river 
valley and over a footbridge.  Climb up the bank and head towards the line of oak trees and go straight on across the field 

towards the stile in the hedge.  Cross over the stile, head towards the line of oak trees on your left and go down the 
middle of the field with a fine view of Clent Hills in your immediate distance (footpath ref 112). The meadows 
here are known as Illey Pastures (F).

Go down the bank past the marker posts, then down and up some timber steps and cross over the wooden 
footbridge at Illey brook. Go over a stile and turn left (Footpath ref No 8, Back in Worcestershire).

Note:  At this point you are at the lowest point of the walk in altitude.  From here on you will now slowly climb back up 
towards Waseley Hill.  (An ascent of approx. 500ft/152m)

Section 3 - Site of Dowry Dell Viaduct to Waseley
Proceed up the field path following a fence on your left, until you come to the next stile in the fence line (G). At 

the signpost turn left and climb over and head across the field path(ref No 6) towards a gap in the tree lined 
former railway embankment. At the end of the field path enter a small wooded area; follow the 

track down a series of steps (H)

Note: Only a few years ago, steam trains thundered some 100 feet high above 
you on the steel trestle “Dowry Dell “viaduct breaking the tranquillity of 
this lovely spot for a few moments. The viaduct was demolished in 1965 

and all that remains today are the blue brick foundation bases (still visible 
in the woods)

Cross a bridge over a fast flowing stream and ascend up some steps.  At the end of the steep steps 
turn right through a gap in the old railway fence and follow the path. 

Cross a stile and proceed south, with the wooded valley on your right hand side, following the edge 
of the field (footpath no. 8).

Follow the field path with the woods and river valley to your right for some distance and the path ends at the stile by an oak 
tree just in the field. Cross the stile and on the right you should see the water pipeline from the  Elan valley to Frankley.

Follow the path until the crossroads of Footpaths (9 and 10), proceed straight across towards the small wood in front of you.  
This wood is called Pennyfields.  Take the track that enters this wood (7).

You now reach another footpath crossroads. Go straight on up the track through the woods. You are now on Footpath 22 heading 
south.

Continue up the hill and where the track forks, take the right track through the gap emerging out of the woods, go over or past a stile and 
then turn left into the field (I). Follow the uphill field boundary with Longsaw Croft Wood on your left hand side, for quite a distance.

After you leave the boundary of Longsaw Croft, cross over the ditch on a sleeper bridge, through a kissing gate into the next field and follow the field boundary 
which should be on your left as you proceed.

Note:  Ahead slightly to your right is Romsley Hill and the radio mast.

Go through a kissing gate going left across a small corner of the field and at the gap in the hedgerow, turn right and follow the hedge, which should be on your left.  (Do not 
go through the gate opening left onto Footpath 21).  Go to the right to follow footpath no. 22 back to Waseley (8).

Follow the field path with hedge on your left as you walk up hill.

Note: it is worth stopping for a minute, turning round and looking back towards the valley of the River Stour.  
In the far distance are the Rowley Hills and to the left is Dudley Town and castle.

At the end of the large field you should pass a stile by a gap in the hedge. Continue along the field path 
to the stile, cross over and turn right along the main road, turn left at the junction over the motorway 
bridge, (look right to see the Malvern Hills)  and then  right into Waseley Visitor’s Centre from where 
you started.  

Note: A short walk up to Windmill hill is well worth the climb as the views are quite outstanding (J).

Start & Finish:  Waseley Hills Country Park Visitors Centre, Gannow Green Lane, Rubery B45 9AT
  Note: Pay & Display car park

Directions 
 
(A) Section 1 - Waseley to Gannow Green and Frankley Beeches
Come out of the Visitor Centre and turn right and head towards the play area.  Leave the car park and head east towards the 
metal gate along a tarmac track.  Pass or go through the gate, then go straight on to a kissing gate, leading to an open field.

Note:  Look at the sign post to the right - “Source of the River Rea”. Frankley Beeches is a tree-topped summit immediately in the 
distance on the horizon to your left.

Bear slightly left across the field and head towards a gate in the opposite hedgerow. Go through the gap and keep going straight 
then slightly veer to the left towards the kissing gate.  Go through and turn left on a track and keep going for a short distance.  
On your right you will approach a gap by an oak tree in the hedgerow.  At this point, turn right, cross the small bridge and 
then cross the road to the tarmac trackway opposite (as indicated by the public footpath sign), then proceed up the trackway. 
Opposite the old farmhouse at Gannow Green, turn right up a little track going past the farmhouse, keep straight on down 
the green lane.(Footpath ref. 26.). Keep straight on to a small clearing and turn right (1). Keep the boundary of 
Frankley housing estate to your right.  Carry straight on until you come to a small tarmac path. Turn left and 
cross the small brook, over the bridge and veer left (the field boundary should be on your left), go up the bank 
which is the motorway sound barrier.  Follow the path straight on to the approach of the old railway bridge. (B) 
Cross over the old railway cutting via the bridge and go over a metal stile to enter an open field. Head straight 
on, towards the single oak tree and from that point head towards the field corner to the right. Cross over a small ditch 
in the hedge (2) (green lane to your right) go up the small bank onto an open field and head across this field slightly right to the 
gap in the hedgerow. Lower Hill farm and barns are to your right.

Cross a little footbridge over a ditch and turn right up a tarmac road.  Follow the tarmac road past the farm gate on your right and 
then bear left towards the junction of the next main road, at the give way sign, turn left towards a small group of farm cottages 
and Upper Hill farm on the right.

As you walk along the main road past Upper Hill farm, Frankley Beeches (group of beech and fir trees will) come into view.

Go down and look for the footpath signpost on your right, (3) turn right and immediately left and go diagonally 
across the field to the left corner (Footpath ref. 16).  Go through the gap in the hedge and turn right to join a sign 
posted small track to your right which leads up to the summit of Frankley Beeches. The hedge boundary is on 
your right.

Note:  as you walk up towards Frankley Beeches as sign posted, just stop for a moment and look at the view. The 
valley of the River Stour, with the Black Country conurbation in the distance and the Clent Hills are to your left.

Go up the field enter the woods and head straight through to the main road, leave the woods, cross over the 
tarmac road and turn left. (C)

Note: Take a moment to look to look at the view over the hedge of Frankley and Bartley Green reservoirs. There 
is a small gate to the right in the lay by where you will have an unrestricted view. This is where the Birmingham 
water supply arrives from the Elan Valley in Wales.  Notable features of the distant Birmingham skyline are the 
University clock tower at Selly Oak and British Telecom tower in central Birmingham (Newhall Street.)  Also to 
the north east is the Barr Beacon range of hills all of which are visible on a clear day.

Section 2 - Frankley Beeches to Illey Village
Carry on down the steep hill on the verge of the main road.  Head towards Frankley Green, the houses in 
front of you, across the fields to your left. Halfway down the hill turn left (4) across the road and go over a stile 
signposted onto a footpath (ref. 13). Go diagonally right and to the left of the power line post in the field. You 
are actually heading towards the Old School House, which is a tiled roof and arched window building.  The 
stile is slightly to the right of the school house in a gap in the field boundary.

Over the stile, cross over the tarmac road and go straight into a small lane to the right of the old school house, 
then into an open field and the hedge boundary should be on your right (Footpath Ref. 2). Ravens Hays 
Wood should be on your right as you go directly to the way marker post opposite. (5)  There is a gap in a very 
broad hedge and there is a little track through (there is a slight depression of an old dew pond on the left.)   
Follow this track to another marker post.  After leaving this little copse, you enter another field with a pylon 
and the M5 should be directly in your view.  Go diagonally right and follow the path with Raven Hays Wood 
to your right. Walk towards the motorway embankment and the electricity pylon should be on your right. 
Come to a marker post, then turn right and walk right past the electricity pylon to a concrete road.  Follow 
the concrete road and go through the subway on your left under the motorway.  At the end of the subway, go 
straight over a stile by a gate.  This is footpath No. 3, heading towards Kettles Wood in a westerly direction.  
Go straight on.

You are now following a small stream which is on your left.  Follow Footpath (No. 3) with the field boundary 
on your left.

Note:  Warstone Farm and the motorway service station should be to your right.

To divert to Illey Village

Cross over the next stile at check point (6), then turn sharp right to follow the footpath (ref no.2) along the fence 
and hedge boundaries. Follow the way marker signs to bypass Warstone Farm, until you reach a farm track. 
Carry straight onto Illey Village, turn left at the main road and then turn next left up another track by the Black 
Horse Public House, to return to the main walk at point (E)
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Points of interest

Check points

Car parking 
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Country walks around Halesowen’s Green Borderland
Circular Walk No. 5: Waseley Hills to Frankley Beeches & Illey


