
Country Walks 
Around Halesowen’s Green 

Borderland

Circular Walk No. 6 
Halesowen Town and Ancient 

Woodlands
A self-guided circular walk from St. John’s Church, 

Halesowen, to Ell Wood, returning via Illey and Seth 
Somer’s Park.

http://halesowenwalks.wix.com/halesowenwalks

“Beyond the Borderline”

Town & Manor of Halesowen
The Domesday Book of 1085 is the first known record of an early settlement here 
and is referred to by its Anglo Saxon name as “Halas”, meaning a hollow. In those 
far-off days, the location was ideally suited for habitation, being well watered, 
in a sheltered valley of the infant River Stour, deep in the Mercian Forest and 
virtually surrounded by the rim of the Clent and Rowley Hills.

At Domesday, the Manor of Halas is recorded to have 58 tenant farmers, 41 
ploughs and a Church with two priests; quite a sizeable Manor in its day!

The name of “Owen” added to Halas, to become the modern ‘Halesowen’ is said 
to originate from 1177, when the Manor of Halas was granted by King Henry II, 
to his brother-in-law, David –ap-Owen, then the Prince of Wales.

The Manor was held from 1215 – 1538 by the Abbot of the nearby Abbey of 
Premonstratension Order (France). In 1219 the Abbot obtained a grant for a 
Royal Charter to hold a weekly market in the town. Circa 1270. Halesowen was 
made a Borough and as late as 1875 was still classed as a Rural District, even 
though its main cottage industry at that time, was producing large quantities of 
handmade nails.

The arrival of the Dudley Canal built through a rural landscape 1 mile to the east 
of the town in 1798 soon attracted heavy industry to its banks.The population of 
the town during the 19th and 20th centuries soon rapidly expanded and in 1924, 
Halesowen changed from a Rural Borough to an Urban District. In 1936 a Royal 
Charter was granted so that the town became a Municipal Borough.

A visitor to the town in 1949, described some of the old houses as “not unworthy 
to stand in picturesque Bewdley’s Loade Street”. Many of these were swept away 
during the redevelopment period of the 1970s.

Some sites of interest A-K, as indicated on map overleaf
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Disclaimer
• The majority of the land indicated is in private ownership and the 

representation on this leaflet of any road, track or path is no evidence of 
the existence of a right of way.

• This leaflet is only a guide and is in no way intended for use with concern 
to boundaries and ownerships whatsoever.

• “Walk at your own risk”. The authors and their agents will not be 
responsible for any claims for any damage or injury to persons or property 
however sustained - i.e. “Enter and walk at your own risk”

Walk Information

Start & Finish: Car Park opp. St. John’s Church, Halesowen, 
  West Midlands, B63 4AF 
  Note: Pay & Display car park

Distance:  Approximately 6½ miles (10.5km) 

Time:  Approximately 5½ hours to take in view   
  points 

Terrain:  Steep in places, muddy in parts. For a local   
  walk, quite long in distance and time,  
  especially if lunch stops taken. Advisable to set  
  out early, but well worth doing. 
 
Please follow the countryside code, especially: 

Dogs:  Please clean up after your dog and keep   
  under close control around grazing animals 

Litter:  Please take your litter home

This walk is part of a connecting network of seven circular walks around 
“Halesowen’s Green Borderland”, all on the western edge of the mighty West 
Midlands conurbation.

You may be surprised at the varied and diverse landscape, with its outstanding 
views, steeped in ancient history and rich in all kinds of vegetation and 
wildlife. Some parts include steep slopes and steps etc. and can be muddy 
at times.

Appropriate sensible footwear and clothing is recommended.



View of Uffmoor Wood and the Clent 
Hills
At this point in the walk, the Clent 
hills, standing at some 1000ft above sea 
level, just appear above the tree line of 
Uffmoor Wood, In the fields nearby, there 
are remnants visible of Mediaeval Strip 
Farming, known as ‘Ridge and Furrow” 
distinguished by the “humps and bumps”.

Illey Mill
A mill was in use here for many 
centuries and probably ground its last 
sack of flour around 1900. The water 
wheel and machinery were removed 
about 10 years later. The site of the mill 
and the location of the water wheel on 
private land are still visible from the 
public roadway (at the time of writing).

Ancient Woodlands
The remnants of wood land, on our walk, in 
the two separate Valley Systems of the infant 
River Stour, date back to the last Ice Age, 
some 8000 years ago. The survival of these 
remnants is in no doubt due to the marshy 
nature of the ground and the vigorous 
action of the fast flowing streams, that have 
cut deep  and narrow gullies, making the 

land unsuitable for clearance for agriculture, in earlier times.

In 1961, a flint implement, identified as a “Fabricator” was discovered on the 
stream bank in Ell Wood. This was a rare find of a locally worked flint dating 
from the Neolithic Period, circa 2000 – 1500 B.C. Fabricators are usually 
associated with burial sites and the belief was that their purpose was to “strike 
a light”, so that the dead person may have the means to light a fire in the next 
world!

Although these woodlands have been managed for many Centuries, their 
survival since the Ice Age, classifies them as “Ancient”. Today, the woodlands are 
extremely important for the survival of wildlife and of course, to provide a visual 
element of this historic landscape.
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Site of Dowry Dell Viaduct
In this location once stood a steel trestle 
viaduct which carried the line of the 
Halesowen to Longbridge Railway, some 
100ft above the stream below. The viaduct 
was 660ft long and subject to strict weight 
and speed restrictions, due to its slender 
construction. The railway closed in 1964 and 

the viaduct was demolished one year later.
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Illey Pastures
These two very special pastures 
are designated as a “Site of Special 
Scientific Interest”. They are managed 
in a traditional manner and produce a 
variety of rare flowering plants.
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Remnants of the Railway Bridge
The single tracked Halesowen Railway 
once crossed Illey Lane at this point, on 
a steel girder type bridge. Following the 
closure of the line in 1964, the bridge was 
removed and at a later date the lane was 
widened. The only remnants remaining 
today are parts of the sandstone abutment 
wall on one side of the road, still visible in 
the hedgerow.
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The Grange and Seth Somers Park
Here, there was originally a “Grange” or 
outlying farm, which was under control of 
the nearby 13th century Abbey.

Following dissolution of the Abbey, the 
original Grange passed through many 
ownerships and was demolished and rebuilt 
over a period of time during the 16th 17 and 

18 centuries.

The most notable period of construction was during the mid-1700s by Ferdinado 
Dudley Lea  (Lord Dudley) the famous Black Country Iron Master. In the 20th 
century, Seth Somers son of the famous Halesowen forgemaster Walter Somers, 
made provisions for the Grange to be established as a Works Sports and Social 
club. (1949).

The land surrounding the Grange, known as Seth Somers Park is owned by the 
Seth Somers Trust and is available for the 
benefit of the Public every day of the year, 
save one, when the entrance gates are closed.

Notable features of the park are the 
magnificent mature trees and the remains of 
a brick built icehouse (just off the line of the 
footpath and fenced off) which was at one 
time the Granges’ refrigerator!
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View of Turner’s Hill, Rowley Regis
To the North of Halesowen on a clear day, 
Turner’s Hill, part of the Rowley Hills can 
be distinguished by the two communication 
masts. The Hill at 271m (889 feet) above sea 
level, stands very prominently above the 
Midland Plain. It forms part of a ridge that 
forms a high divide or watershed between 
the Severn and Trent Rivers. There is an 

outcrop of volcanic igneous rock (dolerite) at Rowley and this has been quarried 
since Roman Times. Like the “Clent Hills” to the south of Halesowen, Rowley 
Regis was in Saxon time important Royal Hunting Grounds.
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View of Halesowen Abbey Ruins
St Mary’s or Halesowen Abbey 
was founded in 1215 by King 
John and occupied by the French 
Premonstratension Order.

The dissolution of the Monasteries in 
England saw the Abbey surrendered 
to the Crown in 1538. Soon after, the 
buildings were partly demolished and 

today very little of the stonework stands above ground. The site is in private 
ownership and although there is a Guardianship Agreement with English 
Heritage, there is no public access to the ruins at the time of writing.
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Borderline
As you walk under the subway alongside 
the River Stour, you are crossing under the 
busy A 456 dual carriageway, which now 
is the physical borderline between town 
and country. This stretch of road, built in 
1956, to provide a Bypass for Halesowen 
Town, is currently the boundary of Dudley’s 
Southern Green Belt.
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St. John’s Church
Dedicated to St John the Baptist, this great sandstone Church with its beautiful 
160ft tower, is a visible landmark for many miles around. Although its early 
beginnings are lost in the mists of time, some historians date the site to the 
Celtic period. In Saxon times there may have been a timber framed church here, 
possibly around the 10th century.

However, the first written evidence of a church in “Halas” (with two priests) is 
recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086. The Norman Lord of the Manor of 
Halas, circa 1070 – 1094,was Roger – De – Montgomery, who is credited with 
initiating the first Sandstone building. The 14, 15 and 19th Centuries saw many 
periods of major construction works and changes.

Repairs and improvements to the fabric continued throughout the 20th century. 
The heralding of the 21st century saw the launch of the ‘Restoration 2000 
Appeal’, so as to ensure the survival of St John’s for this and future generations.

The old “High Cross”, near the main entrance gates was originally sited in the 
Cornbow, originally the town’s old marketplace. In 1908 it was blown down in 
a gale and dumped in a nearby tip. A local colliery owner, a Mr. Job Garratt 
rescued the cross and had it re-erected in its present position.

When open, the interior of the Church is well worth a visit.
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PLEASE ENSURE YOU FOLLOW THE COUNTRYSIDE CODE!

Section 2 - Ell Wood to Twiland wood
(4) As you emerge from Ell Wood and Day House Wood at Pennyfields, turn left by an electric wooden pole and follow the stream down, 
(Footpath ref. 8.)  The stream should be on your left hand side as you walk down the valley.  Continue at the cross roads of Footpaths 9 and 
10, go straight on with a fence on your right and the stream still on your left. 

Note:   You will see remains of the old railway embankment on your right at the border across the field.  It is now being colonised by trees and 
scrub land.

You will come to a gap and enter into a field with a hedge still to your left. At the end of the field path, cross over a stile and enter the little 
woodland

(E) Follow the track through the wood, past the brick bases of the old railway viaduct and then bear left down some steps.  Cross the bridge over the 
brook, a tributary to the River Stour.  There is no mapped name for the brook, but is locally known as “Illey Brook”.

Walk up some more railway sleeper steps, following the track and bearing slightly to your right on the footpath (ref. 6).  The footpath here goes across the middle of 
the field.

Cross over the stile at the cross road of paths (see sign), turn right and down the field and follow the fence.  At the bottom of the field, by 
Twiland Wood, turn left and cross over a stile towards a wooden bridge.  You are now crossing over Illey Brook into Dudley Metropolitan 
Borough (Illey).

Section 3 - Illey pastures to Illey Mill”
It is interesting to note at this bridge that three parishes meet; Hunnington, Illey and Frankley at Twiland Wood. (Name theory-Twixt, Tri or Three)

After crossing the bridge follow the steps and marker post up the bank (Footpath ref. 112) and head for the gate and stile on the field boundary in 
front of you.

(F) You will now be in an open field known as “Illey Pastures” with a line of oak trees on your right hand side. Cross over the stile and follow 
the field path for a short while. At slightly 45 degrees to the left, there are farm buildings of lower Illey.  Turn across towards these farm 

buildings towards the corner of the field.  This is Footpath ref 110, which cuts diagonally across the field.  In the corner of the field, 
there is a stile.  Cross over and follow a stream, which is on your right hand side.  In the far distance are the hills of Rowley Regis.  

Walk along the field path (ref no.105) with the stream valley and farm to your right.

At the end of the paddock type field, turn slightly right down the dip and cross through the field boundary across another 
stile.  Enter the next field with the stream and wooded areas to your right.  Follow the path to the corner of the field and a 
metal stile. Cross the stile into the small wood, turning slightly left; follow the path until you see a gap in the fence, ahead. 

(5) Cross over the junction of footpaths 104 and 103, which is a surfaced track.  Go straight ahead; you must go through 
the gap into the little woodland, keeping the brook on your right. Follow the stream for a short distance.  You are now 

on footpath 95.

Cross a stile onto the wide footbridge and cross over the stream.  Leave the stream valley and go up the 
bank onto the next field and then turn left.  Follow the path with the stream on your left and head towards 

a large Ash tree and a marker post and then go down to a stile.  Cross over the stile at the field boundary 
and over a small bridge over a ditch and head across the next field with Illey brook and the wooded valley 

on your left.

Section 4 - Illey Mill to “The Grange”
Pass the isolated stile on the left and after approximately 10 yards go right across a Green Holloway and up the other side 

into a field.  Follow the path straight on towards the buildings of Illey Mill and the next stile.  Cross over, keeping right, past a 
metal barn, to another stile at the road.  Turn left into the roadway (Illey Lane) and carry on uphill, (Illey Mill is on your left). 

(G) (See the remains of a railway bridge half way up on the right, made of local sandstone)(H)

After this keep left, it is best to walk on the verge.  On the top of the hill, take a minute to look back at the beautiful Illey valley, 
with Frankley Beeches on the distant horizon. Proceed uphill and on the right is a gate. Cross over and go to the side of the gate and 

walk up the old deserted road, passing the former toll house on your left, then head straight on to the path of the main road.  Grange 
Hill House is to your right.  Stop and look to the right to see the ruins of Halesowen Abbey. (I)

Look for the sign for Halesowen after 25 yards, turn left and cross over the road into a small layby.  Now enter into Seth Somers’s Park (J) 
through a gate.

Note: Seth Somers Park is shut for one day in the year (normally January 2). Should this be the day of your walk, take the alternative route (green 
dashes) as indicated on the map; to re-join the main route at checkpoint (6)

Turn right down the path and walk to the bottom and turn left and follow the path all the way around, go through the subway tunnel 

(K) and keep going with the River Stour to your left and out of park through the gate (6).  Cross over the road and go straight onto the 
tarmac path.  The river is on the left. Follow the path and go through the subway and turn left, over the bridge of the River Stour and then 

take the road past the Zion Church and head up (Little Cornbow) and go through the gap in the buildings ahead.

Turn right into Birmingham Street, walk down footpath, keeping right, past “Benjamin’s “ on the left, go into Rumbow and cross the road 
and turn left up Church Lane, past White Friars Cottage (circa 1325).Then turn right to the car park opposite St Johns Church.

End of walk.

Start & Finish:  Car Park opp. St. John’s Church, Halesowen, West Midlands, B63 4AF 
  Note: Pay & Display parking fee applicable

Directions (You may wish to visit St. John’s now or at the end of the walk) 
 
(A) Section  1   Halesowen Town  to Ell Wood
Turn left out of the car park and walk up keeping left and go down into the town centre, (a pedestrian street) go down past the clock. Continue straight 
up and past the old Bank building, cross the dual carriageway via the pedestrian traffic lights and up Summer Hill in front of you past the old red brick 
terraced houses. Continue straight ahead and cross over the road into Waxland Road.

Note: (B) At the crossroads look back towards St John’s church and Turner’s Hill (with the radio masts)

Continue to the end of Waxland Road and turn right, walk just for a few yards, cross over and down some steps and cross the Halesowen by-pass (very 
carefully.)  Cross over the stile into the small hedge enclosed track (Footpath 178)

The Clent Hills should be on the horizon to your right. 

Keep walking down the track and cross over the River Stour on the footbridge. Proceed straight up the field path (no.1) 
towards a gate.  Go through the gate and follow the field boundary with the hedgerow on your left to a kissing gate and 
go through, then veer right across the field towards another kissing gate, to join footpath (No. 3). (1) Go through the 
gate and turn left and follow the track with the golf range fence on your right towards a wooden gate and then go over a stile, which is on 
the right of the gate.  After crossing the stile, follow the track with hedgerow on your left and numerous barns on your right.

At the end of the track, go through the gate and enter a field.  Follow the track diagonally right across the field, to the corner and the next 
stile in the hedge.  Cross over this stile and go across a narrow walkway, across a ditch and head towards open fields and valley.  Follow the 
track with the hedgerow and small wood on your left.  Cross over the stream across a wooden bridge onto a field footpath (ref. 180). You 
will now join Footpath 184 at the junction of footpath 177.

Proceed to the end of the field, cross over the stile to the left of a metal gate and take the path between the hedgerows. (C) Walk along the 
field boundary with hedgerow on your right.  At the end of the field boundary you are linking up with Walk No. 4 (Uffmoor Wood and 
Clent Hills.)

At the metal gate, go over the stile and turn left onto Footpath No. 186, with the hedgerow on your left.  
Keep going until you reach a track and leave the hedgerow and bear slightly to your right towards a gate in a barbed wire fence.  Follow 
the track across a river valley with a pond and dingle on your right and head towards the farm buildings.

Note:  As you cross over the stream, you are now on Footpath No. 4. The large pipeline crossing the stream, supplies water 
to Birmingham from the Elan Valley in Wales.  The pond to your right is artificial, which was constructed in the 1980’s by 
damming the river at this point.

Follow the track to a gate up the hill with a stile to the left.  Go over the stile and cross a small field to the next gate.  Go 
through gate and through the farm yard with the barns to your right.

Note: You are now in the vicinity of Breach Farm, which originally was a moated manor house as shown as an “antiquity” 
on the OS map.

(2) Just past the farm buildings, turn right up a track, past a chalet type building on your right.  Follow a low hedge to your 
right and open field to the left; then the field opens up, but continue straight up.  At the end of the grass track, continue to-
wards the brow of the hill.  You should see houses on your left in the distance which are on the boundary of the Bromsgrove 
Road.

Once on the brow of the hill turn slightly to the left, cut across the corner of the field and head towards a kissing gate in 
the hedgerow and there should be an oak tree slightly to your left.  Go through the gate and keep left, following the 
hedgerow. Follow the field boundary round to the road and go through a kissing gate by a green public footpath 
signpost and turn right onto the tarmac footpath of the main Bromsgrove to Halesowen Road. (3) 

Walk a short distance along the road up the hill past Horse Pool Farm. You are now approaching the village of Romsley, but after 
walking approx. 200 yards ,cross over the road and look for a green finger post sign (saying, Oxwood Lane ¾) next to a stile.

(Note:  At this point, you might wish to visit the public house and shops of Romsley Village; a little further up the road, just round the bend on the 
main road)

Cross over the stile and enter the field  near Porch House Farm( buildings to your right) and straight in front of you should see the hill of 
Frankley Beeches, a tree topped summit.  Follow the field boundary footpath (no. 10) with hedge to your left.  At about 150 yards from the main 
road where there is a cross road of footpaths, turn right onto a field footpath (no. 9) looking towards a renovated barn.  Walk towards a gap in the 
hedge, and continue walking.  There should be a little duck pond on your right.  Continue to the stile by a gap in the hedge and then to the next 
stile.  There you will see a track at the crossroads of footpaths (nos. 18 and 17).

Cross the track and go straight ahead, following the field boundary, with the hedge to your right, (Footpath 18.) You will then come 
to another field boundary (on the left), which is at another footpath cross roads. (There is a stile on your right in the hedgerow at 
this position). Then go just past the boundary onto the next field (footpath No. 20) and cross diagonally to the edge of Ell wood 
in line with the corner of the field.  When you reach the edge of Ell Wood, bear right and follow the field path keeping the wood to 
your left and go through a gap in the hedge, still following Ell Wood on the field boundary, then look for, on the left for a kissing gate going 
into the wood. Go through the gate and enter Ell Wood onto a trackway. (A permissive path)(From this point the walk is almost downhill 
back to Halesowen)

(D) Follow the main track of Ell Wood, in other words, just follow your nose until you come to the end.
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